CASE STUDY OF JHARGRAM KRISHI VIGYAN KENDRA
Kharif Groundnut - A Promising Profitable Crop in the Red and Lateritic Agro-Climatic Zone of
Jhargram District

Introduction: Jhargram district comes under Chota Nagpur Plateau region and the land gradually slopes down creating
an undulating area with infertile laterite rocks / soil. The entire area is drought prone. Jhargram district covers an area
of 3,037.64 km2 and had a population of 1,136,548 in the 2011 census. 96.52% of the total population was rural and
only 3.48% was urban population. 20.11% of the total population belonged to scheduled castes and 29.37% belonged
to scheduled tribes.

Rice based crop production system is the traditional farming system in Red and Lateritic agro-climatic zone. In the
district the cultivation of Rabi-Summer Groundnut has been established as a good promising profitable crop since
1999. It has good net return as well as having the capacity to enrich the nutrient status of the soil. Jhargram KVK has
taken a drive to cultivate groundnut in Kharif season for the first time in the district. For this purpose KVK selected the
Nuniakundri village of Jhargram block.

Background: Rice The village comes under Bandhgora Panchayet, P.O. — Bhodhana, Block — Jhargram, Pin code —
721514, W.B. The total house hold of the village is 126 with 600 population (Male 320 and female 280). Among total
population 102 belongs to SC, 288 — ST and 210 other caste. In the village there is one Primary school and one
Agonbari Kendra. Soil is sandy to sandy loam. The main source of irrigation is Tube well and one seasonal canal.
Cropping pattern is Rice — Veg. / Oilseed/pulse etc. the major threat is attack of wild elephant. In the Kharif season
generally they grew rice in the low land and vegetables/pulses in the upland. In the upland, KVK maotivated to the
farmers to grow groundnut in the kharif season. For the same KVK provided training to the farmers and conducted
FLD in 54 farmers’ field. The result was exciting, which is as under -
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Brief Summary: It is already mentioned that in the district the cultivation of Rabi-Summer Groundnut has been
established as a good promising profitable crop since 1999. It has good net return as well as having the capacity to
enrich the nutrient status of the soil. Jhargram KVK has taken a drive to cultivate groundnut in Kharif season for the
first time in the district. By observing the result of the demonstration the farmers were highly satisfied and they start to
believe that there is huge scope for cultivation of groundnut in kharif season. Director — DGR, Junagarh, Gujrat also
interact with the growers of the mentioned village, saw the harvested crop and expressed his satisfaction.




